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Coming as they did close upon the rejoinder1 to the Government
communique2, it was difficult for the members to understand or appre-
ciate the reason for a departure from the steps contemplated in
my letter3 to the Viceroy. There was even a suspicion, not audible
but certainly very visible, that I was labouring under the influence
of Pandit Malaviyaji. I was able to show that my own opinion was
arrived at totally independently of Malaviyaji and before I met
him after the Ghauri Ghaura tragedy. Personally nothing would
please me better than to be able to confess that I had yielded
upon any point to Panditji's persuasions. On this matter of non-
co-operation and civil disobedience it has always been a matter
of grief to me to differ from Panditji. However, I mention this
merely to show the intensity of feeling.
It speaks volumes for the loyalty of the members of the All-India
Congress Committee to the Congress and for the discipline observed
by them that in spite of their bitter disappointment and resentment
they subsequently and after a full debate substantially confirmed the
Bardoli resolutions. -I must confess that I myself do not like the
wording of the covering resolution. It is unnecessarily explana-
tory; the definitions, the reiteration of Congress policy and civil
disobedience seem to me to be out of place; but when it became a
matter of soothing ruffled feelings and of avoiding misunderstandings
and misinterpretations I felt that it was better to be tautological
and verbose as the covering resolution undoubtedly is than to appear
to be obscure or ambiguous.
For once I can generally endorse the interpretation put upon
the Bardoli resolutions by Sir William Vincent. He is quite correct
in saying that the Bardoli resolutions do not in any shape or
form mean a reversal of the policy or the modification of the
Congress programme of non-co-operation and that it is merely a
suspension of mass civil disobedience, and a suspension, till further
instructions, of other activities of an aggressive character. It could
not be otherwise. The Bardoli resolutions were addressed to the
people and were intended to be of a penitential nature and also
to prove incontestably to the people who are in symapthy with the
movement that the sympathy of those who believe in violence is
not only not required but is held to be injurious to the cause.
I would however warn my critics and I know, some of them,
although very friendly, have become very sensitive of late. I
1 Of February 7
2 Of February 6; vide Appendix II.
3 Of February 1
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